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Parallel structure is using a consistent format for each idea, whether words, phrases, or clauses. 

Parallel structure is especially useful when including a list of ideas that have the same level of 

importance. 

 

Words and phrases 

Pay close attention to gerunds (ex. painting) and infinitives (ex.to paint) and be consistent with 

the format of words.  

 

Infinitives and Gerunds: 

 Non-parallel structure: 

 Josephine loves to paint, draw, and sculpting. 

 Josephine loves to paint, to draw, and sculpt. 

Note: These sentences are not parallel because the ideas within the sentence use different 

formats.  

 

 Parallel structure: 

 Josephine loves painting, drawing, and sculpting.  

 Josephine loves to paint, to draw, and to sculpt. 

 Josephine loves to paint, draw, and sculpt. 

Note: When introducing a list of infinitives, either write to at the beginning of the list, or 

include to before each verb.  

 

Adjectives, Adverbs and Nouns: 

 Non-parallel: The successful candidate for this job will be efficient, take responsibility 

for his/her work, and diligent. 

 Note: This example is considered non-parallel because it uses adjectives (efficient and 

 diligent) and a noun (responsibility).  

 

 Non-parallel: The successful candidate for this job will work efficiently, be responsible, 

and work diligently. 

 Note: This example uses both adverbs (efficiently and diligently) with an adjective 

 (responsible). Again using the same format throughout will make the sentence flow 

 better. 

 

 Parallel: The successful candidate for this job will be efficient, responsible, and diligent. 

 The successful candidate for this job will work efficiently, responsibly, and diligently. 
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Clauses 

Be consistent when introducing each clause.  

 

Example 1: 

 Non-parallel:  I did not want to go to the dance because I was worried that none of my 

friends would be there, of the expense, and that I would miss my dog. 

Note: This sentence does not use ‘that’ in all three parts so it is not considered parallel. 

 

 Parallel:  I did not want to go to the dance because I was worried that none of my friends 

would be there, that it would be too expensive, and that I would miss my dog. 

 

Example 2: 

 Non-parallel: My mother always told me that I should make my bed, to do my 

homework, and have fun. 

 

 Parallel: My mother always told me that I should make my bed, do my homework, and 

have fun. 

 

Correlative expressions 

Use the same grammatical constriction for each part of correlative expressions (such as: both, 

and; not only, but also; either, or; first, second). Sometimes sentences without parallelism must 

be completely reworked to ensure that the sentence remains parallel.  

 

Example 1: 

 Non-parallel:  It was both a long exam and very tedious. 

 Parallel: The exam was both long and tedious. 

 

Example 2: 

 Non-parallel: This is a time not for words, but action.  

 Parallel: This is a time not for words, but for action. 

 

 

Activity 
Rewrite these sentences so that they have parallel structure. 

 

1. My brother enjoys weight lifting, to cycle and hiking. 

2. This job will require a competency in computers, customer service experience and a degree in 

Commerce. 

3. The class has been enlightening, albeit a bit slow and riveting. 

4. Eat healthful foods and live happy. 
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